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"Just plain awesome" (Brandon Sanderson)Civil unrest cripples the citizens of Adro in the
aftermath of the revolution that obliterated the monarchy. Now, Field Marshal Tamas and his
lieutenants must confront the true cost of freedom in book one of the Powder Mage Trilogy.It's a
bloody business overthrowing a king...Field Marshal Tamas' coup against his king sent corrupt
aristocrats to the guillotine and brought bread to the starving. But it also provoked war with the
Nine Nations, internal attacks by royalist fanatics, and the greedy to scramble for money and
power by Tamas's supposed allies: the Church, workers unions, and mercenary forces. It's up to
a few...Stretched to his limit, Tamas is relying heavily on his few remaining powder mages,
including the embittered Taniel, a brilliant marksman who also happens to be his estranged son,
and Adamat, a retired police inspector whose loyalty is being tested by blackmail.But when gods
are involved...Now, as attacks batter them from within and without, the credulous are whispering
about omens of death and destruction. Just old peasant legends about the gods waking to walk
the earth. No modern educated man believes that sort of thing. But they should....Winner of the
David Gemmell Morningstar Award for Best Debut Fantasy. 

Doody's Review Service Review by Anthony Shanks, MD (Washington University School of
Medicine)This is a thorough handbook covering pertinent information in gynecology and
obstetrics that is designed to be carried in the pocket and to point-of-care settings. The purpose
is to provide a quick and easily accessible manual for obstetrics and gynecology issues. It is not
designed for directed reading, although many chapters do a very thorough job of covering the
material. The online format is nice and I appreciate that it is linked to Inkling , although the code
redemption required using a different site. The intended audience is medical students and
residents, although other care providers may appreciate the book . It is unique in that it depends
on a lot of residents for input, which is a nice feature as it allows input from those who would
benefit the most. The other authors are all credible authorities . This is a handy pocket book for
the field. It is designed to be used in a triage setting or for quick location of information. Chapters
such as the one on alloimmunization and hypertensive disorders of pregnancy give a concise
description of the pathophysiology followed by clinical management. In fact, all chapters are
heavily geared toward clinical management. More flow charts would be appreciated. The
treatment section for UTIs and STIs are well done and the easy access to medication doses is
appreciated. This book functions as a more comprehensive version of the "red book" -- a pocket
book designed for quick 5-minute digestions. This is a simple, straightforward, and well done
pocket reference. The online features are nice and this will serve medical students well during
their introduction to the field.
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Sneaky Burrito, “has good world-building and I particularly like the character relationships. I had
a hard time getting started with this book because of the writing style, but I'm glad I stuck with it.
An online acquaintance of mine described the writing as Brandon Sanderson meets an
overenthusiastic editor who eliminates every other sentence. And, while a bit exaggerated, I
think that's accurate. The flow of the sentences was just not there in the first couple of
chapters.However, this was not *as* noticeable, the longer the book went on. It's possible I got
used to the writing style, but it seems more likely that someone backed off the editing because I
did still notice some abruptness later on, but at a much reduced rate. Anyway, it might be a little
difficult to get through the first few chapters but I encourage you to stick with it, as I did end up
enjoying this book quite a bit.This has an interesting magic system and I can see why it has
been compared to Sanderson -- there are a lot of parallels to the magic in the Mistborn series.
Not in the sense of a copy, but more in the sense of multiple types of magic that are not always
compatible with one another. We have Privileged, the most powerful sorcerers, most of whom
are involved with royal sorcerous cabals in the varying nations of the known world. Accessing
their magic requires use of the hands (so cutting off the hand would cut off access to the
magic). We have Powder Mages who draw power from gunpowder and can use it to do things
like enhance their strength and endurance (even when severely injured) or accomplish
otherwise-impossible feats with guns (long-distance shots, altering the paths of bullets, etc.).
Gunpowder interferes with the abilities of the Privileged but the Powder Mages have their own
vulnerabilities (e.g., air rifles), so neither type can be completely dominated by the others. And
then there are Knacked, people who have one talent (like not needing any sleep, ever, or being
an incredible cook). There are also hints of people who use the same type of magic as the
Privileged, but who are much more powerful, and we come to find out that distant populations
often thought to be "savages" have their own magic, as well, that doesn't neatly fit into the known
system. (For what it's worth, this is darker/not as "clean" as Sanderson, though it's not the
"gritty" stuff that's so popular these days, either.)The setting is fairly typical for fantasy; it would
be pseudo-medieval but for the existence of gunpowder, which gives it a little of a steampunk
feel. There's a fair amount of political maneuvering in this book; one nation's king is corrupt and
has spent the entire royal treasury. He's in talks to give up a considerable amount of power/
resources to his country's primary creditor and he gets killed because of this (not a spoiler, it has
already happened as of the first few pages of the book). Trying to pick up the pieces is Tamas, a
military leader and Powder Mage. Tamas is one of three main POV characters; his son Taniel is
another and Adamat, a retired police inspector, is the third. Tamas and Taniel are Powder
Mages (particularly good ones, at that) and Adamat is Knacked.Tamas and Taniel have a
strained relationship at times; some of this comes from the fact that Taniel's mother was
executed in a foreign nation and some from the fact that Tamas is Taniel's military superior.
Some of this is also due to the fact that Tamas selected another Powder Mage as betrothed for



Taniel when Taniel was young, but Taniel caught his fiancee in bed with another man (again, all
this information comes at you in the first chapter or two, so it's not really a spoiler). And yet, you
can tell father and son care about each other as well. Taniel also has complicated relationships
with a "savage" who came back with him from a military engagement, with his ex-fiancee, and
with his best friend, who is a Privileged sorcerer. And Adamat is a family man in a tight situation
-- he owes a large financial debt and is worried his wife and/or children will be used as leverage
against him (or that they will be hurt to frighten/punish him).At any rate, I do like the world-
building very much, and I think the character relationships are wonderfully nuanced and
complex (and thus realistic). I like the focus on keeping the leadership of the country together in
the face of threats from several sides (we've had a lot of revolutions in fantasy, getting rid of the
old order, but accounts of the aftermath of revolution are rarer).There was one aspect of the
story I didn't care for much -- Tamas has brought together people from non-noble leadership
roles from across the city. Overall, I think they're a nice mix with precisely the talents and areas
of influence that would be needed for an effort such as his. But one of them is a religious leader.
Some later scenes at the religious leader's compound highlight the excesses in which this
leader partakes. While I don't deny that religious leaders have gotten into trouble in the past
(either by lavish spending, sexual abuse, etc.), I think this particular character's excesses go so
far as to veer into caricature territory. The man doesn't end up having any redeeming qualities
and he's completely one-dimensional. The other members of Tamas's group are more complex
and easier to sympathize with.Overall, though, I found this book to be enjoyable. I thought the
pace was pretty good (thankfully, long journeys are not described in agonizing detail), I was
surprised a few times, and I thought the worldbuilding and characters were mostly excellent.
(The ending had some cliffhanger qualities to it, though. But I think book 2 is out now, or will be
soon.)  If you can get past the writing style in the early part of the book, you'll probably like this.”

Sam | The Book in Hand_, “From start to finish this book is outstanding. I decided on writing
another review for this book because my previous one was just bad. It pretty much consisted of
’yay this is awesome read it’. Don't judge..........So here we go.From start to finish this book is
outstanding, I don't think I can find one thing I didn't like about this book. I was that good.This
was a completely new genre for me having never read flintlock fantasy and I can definitely say it
won't be my last. I think the fact I had never read a book of this nature before only added to it's
enjoyment because I found the magic system brilliant. It was new and well thought out and
sometimes costly.McClellan’s writing ability is flawless, he creates deep and meaningful
connections and evokes a full range of emotions from the reader despite being beautifully crisp
and simple. Pair that with the realism his characters possess and you have a winner.McClellan
also excels in his world building, I didn't once find myself overwhelmed with information, he
gently weaves its setting (industrial revolution), culture and religion into the character
interactions seamlessly. Laying what is a solid foundation for the other installments.Promise of
Blood is told from several POV’s; Tamas, Taniel and Adamat (and that is probably the order in



which I rate them ). There is Nila too but she isn't a huge feature. McClellan has crafted an
incredible cast of characters for Promise of Blood, with even the smaller parts being memorable
and entertaining. Tamas and Olem were fun to read throughout, I loved the contrast between the
two of these and how well they gelled despite it.”Tamas suppressed a smile. He could like this
man. Too free with his tongue, perhaps.”Tamas is all about rules and against his better judgment
he likes Olem.”Olem shrugged. “You’re a teetotaler, sir, and it’s well known among the men you
won’t abide smoking either.” “Then why are you hiding it behind your back?” “Waiting for you to
turn around so I can have a hit, sir.”Then you get another enjoyable duo; Taniel and Ka Poel. The
fact that Ka Poel is mute just adds to this, by seeing the way they communicate with gesture and
body language is greatly entertaining.The pacing of this book is somewhat up and down, and
does have several stages we're it is slower and less exciting but I didn't feel like this to take
anything away from the book. This is because the story is filled with action, investigating, political
plays and more, all of which require different paces.As for the series: I have read the complete
trilogy and would rate the overall experience as I have the books, with five big stars.”

Lynnette, “A roller coaster fantasy adventure with lots of twists. Phew... Where to begin? First of
all, as the book description states, fans of Brent Weeks' "The Night Angel Trilogy" and "The
Lightbringer Series" will love this book. McClellan shares Weeks' ability to seamlessly run
multiple complex plots in cohesion with one another and leave the reader intrigued and
guessing. (In some cases more coherently than Weeks does, in my humble opinion, but
admittedly this is only the first book, we'll see how well it all sticks together in the second and
third books)A unique variation on the theme of traditional magic makes the mechanics of this
world fascinating. The book provides a solid foundation to the world without branching into long
chunks of dialogue or exposition to keep the reader up to speed. Making a setting feel real and
"lived in" from scratch is a difficult thing but this book achieves it effortlessly.The amount of
description of characters and locations is deep enough to allow the reader to form an image in
their own mind without burdening them with excess text to pour through. Some books go to
extreme lengths in their descriptions and can bore the reader, sometimes less is more and this
book does it well.The characters are believable and relatable, they pull you into their lives and I
never felt like I was simply reading characters in a book. There are many sub-plots; a valiant yet
bloody battle against a foreign aggressor, an ancient magical mystery, a man trying to create a
new and fair government out of the ashes of a coup and all of the political intrigue that entails, an
estranged son sorely trying to win the approval of a distant father, struggles with addiction, and
an element of "who dun it," each riveting on their own while combining and intertwining to make
a greater whole culminating in a suspenseful finale.One review I read here complains that the
middle of the book seems to lose steam but I disagree, never during my first read through did I
feel like there was lost momentum. There were different pitches of intensity but nothing less
gripping than the pure-action parts. I was engaged and left wanting for more the whole way
through.A thoroughly enjoyable read and I'll be moving straight on to the next in the series.”



Tim, “Take a Powder.... It has taken me quite a while to read this book, that is down to lack of
time rather than not being able to get into the novel. In fact, I was itching trying to find the time to
read and getting more frustrated when that time was not forthcoming. Which is a sure sign that
the book is one that is to be enjoyed.A fantasy, but one that is a little different to the standard
epic, there is a more down to earth feel to it, at least to start with. The story itself concerns the
overthrow of the decadent and insular monarchy, reminiscent to the French Revolution, but there
I also that feeling that it is merged with parts of the American old west, albeit one with a slightly
lower level of technology – in this case muskets and flintlock pistols, rather than six shooters.Of
course there is a lot more going on than just the revolution, there is the aftermath and the
growing realisation that just removing the nobility is not going to solve all problems in one fell
swoop. There is going to be a period of instability, of power grabs, and of course there are other
things going on at the same time, which start of just as urban rumours that seem to grow into life
of their own accord.McClellan introduced an interesting and varied magic system, from the
Privileged, almost a traditional style magic user, using their hands to form and control their
powers. They are the dominant form of magician, and are used by many as a power base to
maintain order and power. They are joined by the knacked, individuals that have one talent that
is beyond normal – a perfect memory or not needing to sleep. And then there are the newer
former of magic users, the Powder Mages, individuals who are able to gather strength from
gunpowder and use it to strengthen themselves and improve their abilities with guns. Seen as
dirty and wrong kind of magic…And it is one of these, the near legendary General Tamas who
has caused the revolution. Initially it seems that he has done it out of altruism , but as the story it
progresses we begin to see hints that there might be more to it than just that.Just as in the way
we see that Tamas’ true motives might be a little obscured we begin to learn that there is more
going on than might be originally anticipated. Religion that seems to be little more than stories of
another time begins to be looked at in more detail as new (perhaps old) powers begin to reveal
themselves.In the end it leads to a satisfactory story of political intrigued, entwined with more
mystical happens. They are delivered in a well written and engaging manner, with characters
that stand out. Some you just want to like, some you respect, some you hate and some you just
want to punch in the nose, which is always a good sign.”

Marshall Lord, “Kicks off an amazing fantasy trilogy, the "Powder Mage" series. The Promise of
Blood" is the first book in Brian McClellan's "Powder Mage" trilogy which should if at all possible
be read in the correct sequence.The proper order is1) This book, "Promise of Blood: Book 1 in
the Powder Mage trilogy"2) "
  
The Crimson Campaign: Book 2 in The Powder Mage Trilogy



  
  
    "3) "
  
The Autumn Republic (Powder Mage trilogy)

  
  
""I found the concluding book in the library first, and realised after looking at the first chapter
that I wanted to read the whole series and do so in order. So I ordered the first two, and read
them in sequence.Sadly even the first chapter of the third book is enough to give away which of
the main characters are still alive at that stage, and therefore when I read the first two books I
knew that those characters would somehow survive all the impossible situations the author puts
them through.Brian McClellan is one of those authors who does sometimes kill major characters
- even when those characters are incarnate Gods - and your first reading of the first two books
will feature more suspense if you are asking yourself "Can they possibly get out of this?" rather
than "How on earth do they get out of this?"I have seen this series described as "The French
Revolution with Wizards." The story is set in a fantasy world in an area called the nine kingdoms,
where non-magical technology and social evolution are similar to those in Europe in the late
18th century, but some people have several very different types of magic powers. The author
wanted to explore what might happen when an industrial revolution took place in a magic
world.The most common and least powerful type of magical talent is called a "knack" and
people with such talents are a bit like those with a "Grace" in Kristin Cashore's 
  
Graceling: 1



  
  
Trilogy, having one specific power. Sometimes this is the ability to do some normal function
incredibly well: for example Inspector Adamat, one of the characters in the series, is a former
police investigator with a perfect memory. Sometimes it is a very specific magic talent such as
the ability to tell when someone is lying.Another rarer and more powerful type of magician are
the "Privileged" who have the ability, when wearing special gloves, to manipulate energy from a
magical dimension: they can do things which range from healing wounds to acting as human
bulldozers or flamethrowers.The third and newest type of magicians are the "Powder Mages"
who have a magical ability to sense, detonate, and control the energy from gunpowder and gain
superhuman strength from that energy, including adjusting the trajectory of a bullet in
flight.There are other types of magical being in the story but we'll leave those to avoid a
spoiler.The character on the front cover of this book is the commander of the army in a country
called Adro, Field Marshal Tamas, an anti-hero who represents a mix of Robespierre and
Napoleon, at the start of the book he has just organised a successful coup against the
monarchy. Tamas is a powder mage, as was his late wife, and so is his son Taniel, who is also a
major character in the series.Tamas organised the coup partly because King Manhouch was a
poor ruler, and partly because Manhouch was about to clear his debts through a treaty which
would have made Adro effectively a vassal client state of the neighbouring land of Kez, whose
rulers are even more tyrannical - and who had beheaded Tamas's late wife.However, when the
coup becomes a revolution and the treaty is cancelled this is likely to infuriate the other rulers of
the other eight Kingdoms, especially Kez, and the new republic will probably have to fight for its'
survival. And possibly not just against mortals.In the very first scene of the book Tamas gives
Inspector Adamat the task of finding out why the old regime's royal "cabal" of privileged wizards
had been magically compelled to say as they died the words "Don't break Kresimir's promise."
Kresimir is the first among the Gods worshipped in the Nine Kingdoms, but there are no
surviving records of what exactly the reference to Kresimir's promise.Is this just a threat
designed by the old regime to keep the superstitious in line, or does it mean that Adro will incur
the wrath of a God if the King goes to the guillotine?One minor quibble: if the cover of the book is
meant to represent the first scene in the book, during which Tamas utters the words on the
cover, "The age of Kings is dead ... and I have killed it" then he should not be wearing
epaulettes.The action comes thick and fast throughout this book, and indeed the series, as
characters, sections of society and entire nations form alliances and betray one another at a
bewildering rate.I can thoroughly recommend this book and the entire trilogy.”

The book by Winnifred Eaton has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 2,840 people have provided feedback.
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